


ABOUT RJOY



What is RJOY? 

RJOY is an acronym for Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth

We focus on the root of the problem
Justice involves victims, offenders and community members in an effort to 
repair the harm “to put things right.”

• Restorative Justice is a process that interrupts violence and incarceration 
and promotes racial healing, community building and community self 
sufficiency in addressing conflict.





Mission
RJOY’s mission is to 
increase mental health 
and wellness for 
underrepresented and 
BIPOC communities 
using restorative justice 
practices.





Principles of RJ at RJOY
Hurt people, hurt people
Need to change our hurting justice to healing justice – 
punitive justice to a restorative justice
Healing people, heal people
Words, thoughts, actions, self-care
“Sawubona” – Zulu greeting – “I see you.”
“Ubuntu” – S.A.; humanity towards others

• When harm happens, people are taken for two days to 
center of village to be reminded of their good deeds

Goal is to create prevention and early mental health 
intervention, healing, reflection, life planning and 
protection from the trauma of racial harm in city life. 

We focus on indigenous community healing using 
restorative values and practices.



RJOY Priority Areas & Goals
Reduce Racism & Related Trauma and Increase Wellness 
in Education & Juvenile Justice Systems
End youth violence/criminalization/incarceration
RJ in OUSD & Juvenile Probation to officially adopt RJ 
principles and practices

Truth Telling, Racial Healing & Reparation
 Truth-Telling and Reparations Commission convening
Highlight racial healing work being done across the 
country using mapping 

Community Restorative Justice
Areas most affected by gun violence and homicide
African American Healing Circles; Crisis response

Consultation, Training & Education



Community Outreach
All of our programs fall under the Four Pillars :

1. Transforming Juvenile Justice + Educational 

System

2. Truth Telling & Racial Healing

3. Community Restorative Justice

4. Consultation, Training & Education



Government Funded Programs

Credible Messenger

African American Healing Circles 

Community Healing from Violence (2)  

Ubuntu Holistic Wellness 

SOS –  Safe Outside the System 

Youth Internship Program 

SF Black Reparations Commission



SAFE OUTSIDE 
THE SYSTEM

(SOS Program)



DVP SCHOOL- BASED VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION AND 
EARLY INTERVENTION



AFRICAN AMERICAN 
HEALING CIRCLES
RJOY’s main services come in the form of mental 
and behavioral health sessions known as circles. 
Funded by Alameda County of Behavioral Health 
(ACBH) we use circles as a means of not only 
hosting a therapeutic experience to heal harmed 
individuals but to build community within our 
organization as well as the local community using 
afrocentric and indigenous principles.  



Restorative Justice Circles
A restorative justice healing circle creates a 
safe space for individuals to express their 
trauma and begin the process of healing, led 
by us (RJOY)
We offer a wide range of circles: 

•  Black Male Circle
• Black Women Circle
• Freedom Circle
•  QTPOC (Queer/Trans People of Color)
•  Sista Cypher
•  Youth Circle





RJOY has also 
trained and served 
globally.



RJOY staff in South Africa being trained by Traditional Healers



Day 1 (July 1) 

Accra – Jail – University - local sites

Accra – Kumasi – Ashanti Temple

Kumasi – Culture & indigenous healing

Cape Coast – Accra- Peace making - Shopping

RJOY GHANA TRIP 2023

Accra - Prison – Court – local sites

Depart US

Day 2 (July 2)

Arrive Accra – Orientation

Day 3 (July 3)

Day 4 (July 4)

Day 5 (July 5) 

Day 6 (July 6) 

Day 7 (July 7) 

Cape Coast – Elmina Castle

Day 8 (July 8)

Cape Coast Slave Dungeon – Rain Forest

Day 9 (July 9)

Cape Coast – Rest day

Day 10 (July 10)

Day 11 (July 11) 

Depart in the Evening

Day 12 (July 12) 

Arrive in the USA



YOUTH 
INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM



RJOY Youth Internship Program 

• Our youth internship is an eight - month 
program that we host for transitional aged 
youth ages 16 - 25 in which we train interns 
and apprentices in how to hold their own 
RJ circles in our weekly youth circles as 
well as at many different schools, libraries, 
and youth development centers. 

• It is a paid internship starting at $17.50 an 
hour. Our youth participate in healing 
retreats where we incorporate nature into 
activities and learn about agriculture. They 
also participate in our community - based 
events as well travel to national restorative 
justice conferences. 



Image goes here



UBUNTU 
FARM



Ubuntu Farm
The Ubuntu Farm Healing Center is a 
retreat space located in Jackson, CA 
that we use at RJOY to bring our 
different circles to further our 
connections to not only each other 
but the land as well. It is a vast area 
surrounded by nature that we believe 
is a central element to the healing 
process. There is an abundance of 
edible crops growing that we hope to 
cultivate and develop into products. 
We will promote self - sufficiency by 
eating what we grow. 
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Questions?
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THANK 
YOU
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