
 

OAKLAND FUND FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

To offer Public Comment or to participate in the Open Forum during the POC meeting, please sign a speaker card at the beginning of 

the meeting. There will be time for Public Comment before the Committee makes any formal decisions. 

In compliance with Oakland’s policy for people with chemical allergies, please refrain from wearing strongly scented products to 

meetings. In compliance with the American Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to participate in the meetings for the Oakland Fund 

for Children and Youth Planning & Oversight Committee, please contact the Oakland Fund for Children and Youth at 510-238-6379. 

Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City of Oakland to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. If 

you have questions regarding this agenda or related materials, please contact our office at the number below. 

Planning and Oversight Committee (POC) 
Strategic Planning Subcommittee Meeting 

 

December 20th, 2011 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Department of Human Services, Conference Room A 
 150 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 4th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 
 

AGENDA 
 

1) Call to Order 

 Introductions & Announcements 

 Agenda Review/Modifications 

 

2) Open Forum for Youth or Families with Small Children  

3) Presentation of Draft Youth Indicator Report  

 Staff Report 

 Public Input 

 

4) Strategic Planning Process Next Steps  

5) Open Forum  

6) Adjournment  
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Child Abuse  
Research has shown a strong relationship between 

the breadth of exposure to abuse and multiple risk 

factors for several leading causes of death in adults, 

including obesity, alcoholism, drug abuse, smoking, 

depression and suicidecxxix,cxxx. 

National studies on juvenile offenders found that 

over 90% of juvenile detainees reported having 

experienced physical abuse, sexual abuse, domestic 

violence, community violence 

and/or disasterscxxxi.  

Substantiated child abuse has fallen 

dramatically in Alameda County for 

the past five years, from 5.6 per 1000 in 2006 down 

to 2.8 per 1000 in 2010cxxxii. Rates of alleged and 

substantiated child abuse are three times lower than 

the state average for Alameda County. However, 

African Americans had rates of allegations of child 

maltreatment that were three times higher than the 

county average (93.4 per 1000) and substantiations 

of child abuse that were almost four times higher 

than the county average (16.3 per 1000)cxxxiii. 

 

Commercially Sexually Exploited Children  
Oakland is a known hub for the sexual trafficking 

and exploitation of minors. According to the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act, any child under 

the age of 18 engaging in the sale of sex is considered 

a sexually exploited minor. The average age of entry 

into prostitution in the United States is 12-14 years 

old. Experiencing domestic violence at home, sexual 

abuse in their childhood, poverty, homelessness or a 

lack of family/adult supervision are risk factors for 

becoming sexually exploitedcxxxiv. The number of 

commercially sexually exploited children in Oakland 

is estimated to be 500-600 by service providerscxxxv. 

Commercially sexually exploited children suffer 

mental health problems, lower health status, and are 

especially vulnerable to STIs, HIV and assault. A 

survey of MISSSEY clients found that over 50% had 

substance abuse problems, over 60% had been raped 

one or more times, and 25% had a history of suicide 

attemptscxxxvi.  According to the former Director of 

the Crimes Against Children unit of the FBI, the 

average life expectancy of a child after getting into 

prostitution is seven years, with homicide or 

HIV/AIDS as the main causes of death. cxxxvii 

  

Alameda County: Rate Of Substantiated Child Abuse (Per 1,000) 

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Rate per 1000 5.6 5.0 5.0 4.0 2.8 
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Juvenile Crime 
During the 2010-2011 fiscal year, 906 Oakland 

juveniles were detained at the Alameda County 

Juvenile Justice Center (JJC), comprising 44% of the 

Juvenile Justice Center populationcxxxviii. The daily 

average population in the Alameda County Juvenile 

Justice Center was 220 with 48.6% of those youth 

coming from Oakland, while Oakland youth are less 

than one quarter of the overall youth population in 

Alameda County. Research has found that youth in 

the juvenile justice system have an increased 

likelihood of dropping out of school and have high 

rates of recidivism, worsened mental health and 

lower employment achievement than youth working 

within an alternative case management systemcxxxix. 

In Oakland, African Americans are 24 times, 

Hispanics 4 times, and Asians 3 times more likely 

than whites to be arrested and booked into JJCcxl.  

In May 2011 46.8% of Alameda’s adult probationers 

and 43.4% of Alameda’s juvenile probationers were 

in Oaklandcxli. In the 2010-2011 fiscal year, 3579 18-

30 year olds in Oakland were under adult or juvenile 

probation; 1,101 youth under 18 were on juvenile 

probationcxlii.  
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Gang Involvement 
The Oakland Police Department (OPD) presented a 

report in early 2006 to the City Council detailing the 

rise in gang activity in certain neighborhoods of 

Oakland. The rise in gang activity was largely 

attributed to the increasing influence of traditional 

gangs and a prevalence of youth committing crimes 

in smaller groups or cliquescxliii. The Oakland Police 

Department identified at least 65 gangs operating 

within Oakland in 2007, with these gangs organized 

by racial/ethnic identification, and the majority of 

these are Latino, African American and Asiancxliv. A 

more recent study conducted by Dr. Anthony Braga 

of Harvard University identified 78 known gangs 

operating within the city and over 3,800 gang 

members. The report found that 49 (39.2%) of 125 

Oakland homicides in 2008 were gang-related 

killings, and many others were linked to turf- or 

drug-related conflicts that were likely gang-

relatedcxlv. According to Oakland Police (OPD), 51 

of the victims were under age 24, and 90% of all 

victims were killed by handguns or assault riflescxlvi.  

For many youth, gang membership is part of an 

intergenerational family pattern and active 

involvement begins in middle school, if not earlier. 

Nineteen percent of students enrolled in OUSD’s 

Alternative Education (AltEd) programs report that 

they are currently involved in gangscxlvii. 

Self-reported rates of gang involvement are higher in 

every racial category for Oakland youth compared to 

county and state averagescxlviii. 
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School Safety 
Overall more OUSD children in grades 7, 9, and 11 

reporting feeling safe at school than report feeling 

unsafe. However, more youth feel unsafe or very 

unsafe at school than the state average, and 

more youth report feeling neither unsafe or 

safe at school rather than safe or very safe 

than state average. There are large 

differences for perceived school safety for 

Oakland students by race when compared 

to state averages: Asian students feel unsafe 

at a rate nearly three times higher than their 

peers throughout California, Pacific 

Islanders more than twice the state average, and 

white students feel nearly twice as unsafe in OUSD 

schools than their state peerscxlix.  

Perception of School Safety: 2006-2008 
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 Oakland Unified California 

African American/Black 12.6% 12.5% 

Asian 16.4% 6.6% 

Caucasian/White 11.4% 6.8% 

Hispanic/Latino 13.8% 9.2% 

Native American 13.6% 10.7% 

Pacific Islander 19.8% 8.8% 

Multiethnic 13.4% 8.7% 

Other 14.1% 9.9% 
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Measure Y Stressor Spots 
Oakland voters approved Measure Y in 2005 to 

provide additional funding for fire protection, 

policing, and youth violence prevention 

programming. Oakland’s Department of Human 

Services operates Measure Y funding for violence 

reduction, and intentionally focuses efforts on 

neighborhoods in Oakland most affected by crime 

and violence. The distribution of Measure Y funds 

and services are allocated according to crime, 

economic and educational factors or "stressors" 

based on fourteen data points across four areas: 

Population, Crime Factors, Economic Factors, and 

Education for each of Oakland’s police beats. East 

Oakland has the highest level of neighborhood 

‘stress’, with seven high stress police beats, followed 

by San Antonio/ Fruitvale districts (three high stress 

police beats) and West Oakland (two high stress 

police beats).  
 

Measure Y Stressor Indicators 

Population 

Total population 

Residents age 0-17 years 

Residents age 18-29 

Crime factors 

Arrests 18 and under 

Arrests 19 - 29 years old 

Incidents domestic violence 

Incidents child abuse 

Incidents violent crime 

Incidents part i & ii offenses 

Economic factors 

Unemployment 

Below poverty line 

Public assistance 

Education 
Chronic truants 

Violent suspensions 
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